Mahi Tupuna (the work of our ancestors) – 

Blackball Museum of Working Class History Trust
PO Box 2, 47 Clifford Street, Blackball 7804, Ph: (03) 732 4010;  Fax: (03) 7324015;e-mail wkcultur@ihug.co.nz

in association with Unions West Coast

Blackball Residents Association

Blackball District Community Centre
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supported by The NZ Council of Trade Unions and The Grey District Council


2008 sees the centenary of the 1908 Blackball “crib-time” strike, an event that led to the formation of the first national unions and the first Trade Union Federation. This was one of the triggers for the formation of a national Labour Movement and the complex birth of the NZ Labour Party. We will  commemorate the event in Blackball, during Easter, 2008 (March 21-24), with a series of events which will attract a national gathering. 

Programme for 2008 Celebration of 1908 Blackball Strike, 

Easter 2008 (March 21-24).

· Registrations: Friday 21st, 6.00pm onwards and 9.00am- 10.30am, Saturday 22nd at Blackball Working Men’s Club.

· A dinner at the Blackball Working Men’s Club (Friday night, March 21) with poems from Jeffrey Paparoa Holman, after dinner speeches, songs, and launching of book, this event aimed at old timers.

· Market plus a parade through Blackball with floats from unions and schools, to be followed by a family afternoon– which will include some choir items – Saturday 10.30am onwards (parade at 12 noon).

· A community theatre production, Rain, Love and Coalsmoke to play Thursday and Saturday night at the Regent Theatre in Greymouth.

· On the Saturday night the play will be preceded by a buffet meal and a concert with union choirs.

· On Sunday, a seminar on the theme of Labourism 1908 – 1935 and Labourism now. Speakers include Eric Beardsley, Peter Clayworth, Mark Derby, Laila Harre, Melanie Nolan and Len Richardson. (A history tour of Blackball will also be available.)

For planning purposes we need to know approximate numbers. A deposit of $20 to assist us with cashflow, would be appreciated.

Further information: Paul Maunder (03 732 4010) or Jane Wells (03 732 4705) or Matt Winter (0275900084)

1908 Commemoration Registration Form

Name……………………………………………………………………………….

e-mail………………………….
Phone………………………………………….

Address……………………………………………………………………………….

(please circle or underline)

· Dinner- Friday, March 21st,  7.00pm, -    
 $20   

· Smorgasbord- Saturday 22nd - 6.00pm-
 $10

· Concert and Play Saturday 22nd- 7.00pm-
 $15

· Seminar, Sunday 23rd, 10.00am-4.00pm-  
 $10 

· Seminar lunch at Hilton


 $10

· Old time dance, Sunday 23rd, 8.00pm
 $15 (including supper)

· Souvenir programme


   $8

· Souvenir t shirt



 $20  s  m  l  xl ( circle/underline) 
· Souvenir video



 $15

Please tick or underline one: Deposit of $20 

· follows by mail

· will be deposited directly in account number: 03 0846 0133675 00 with name and 1908 celebration as reference.

Accommodation: Website for range of accommodation available in the area is: www.greydistrict.co.nz/accommodation/  We will provide a shuttle bus between Greymouth and Blackball on the Saturday.

However we can provide some marae style accommodation and will seek billets and holiday cottages that may be available. Please indicate below(tick or underline) if you are interested in these options.

· Marae style

· Holiday cottage

· Billet

Getting to Blackball: There is a commuter flight from Wellington to Greymouth daily, leaving Wellington at 4.30pm, Friday and Greymouth at 7.00am, Monday. This will run Easter Friday and Monday. Contact Air West Coast.

Air NZ flies to Hokitika and to Westport. We can arrange to meet people from a range of flights on Friday and get people to the airport on Monday.

It is relatively cheap to fly from North Island centers to Nelson, and it is a 3 hour drive from there. As well, there are shuttle bus services to the Coast from Nelson.

There are shuttle buses servicing the ferries; usually meeting the 10.20am ferry from Wgtn and the 2.00pm ferry to Wellington. It could vary at Easter.

If you want to car pool. please indicate and we can circulate a list.

· I am interested in car/van pooling, traveling from…………………………….

Please download onto your computer, complete form and e-mail back to pam.murphy@xtra.co.nz,

or fax to 03 732 4178 

or post to PO Box 2, Blackball, Greymouth 7804.

