
Public Forum

The Hollow 
Men: Our 

Democracy 
or Theirs?

Tuesday March 27 2007  
7pm – 9pm

Where

When

Speakers

Is our democracy “rule by the people” or rule by the 
corporate funders?  How do we restore integrity and 
transparency to election campaign funding? What needs 
to change so ordinary New Zealanders feel they have an 
equal say in our political system?

For Further 
Information 

WWW.UNION.ORG.NZor visit

Phone (04) 802-3817

Rutherford House Lecture 
Theatre 1 
Pipitea Campus, Victoria University, 
Ground Floor, Cnr Bunny Street & 
Lambton Quay

Nicky Hager, journalist and 
author
Therese Arseneau, Dept 
of Political Science, University of 
Canterbury 
Andrew Geddis, Faculty of 
Law, University of Otago  
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Nicky Hager is an investigative 
journalist and author of four 
books, most recently The Hollow 
Men. He will be speaking about 
why so many people feel turned 
off by modern politics and what  
can be done in New Zealand to 
change that.

Therese Arseneau is a 
Senior Research Fellow in the 
School of Political Science and 
Communication at the University 
of Canterbury. She specialises 
in New Zealand and Canadian 
politics and is a regular media 
analyst for television and radio in 
both Canada and New Zealand. 
In 2005 she was an election 
night analyst for TV3. Dr. 
Arseneau will be speaking about 
the importance of elections to 
a healthy democracy and will 
examine the role of the media 
and other players in the electoral 
process.

Andrew Geddis is an Associate 
Professor in Law at the University 
of Otago and specialises in 
electoral law and campaign 
financing.  He is the author of 
“Election Law in New Zealand: 
Practice and Policy” (LexisNexis, 
2007). He will be discussing flaws 
in the present legal regulation of 
election campaign funding and 
proposing reforms that might 
address these shortcomings.
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