NEW ZEALAND WOMEN TRADE UNIONISTS SUPPORTING WOMEN OF BURMA 
Through UnionAID www.unionaid.org.nz/the NZCTU Women’s Council supports programmes for Burmese migrant workers living and working on the Thai /Burma border to strengthen understanding of labour rights, improve knowledge and awareness of health and safety rights for workers and to increase their economic independence. Over 80% of these workers are women.  
A new three year UnionAID project with Burmese migrant workers will have a strong focus on leadership training for women. The project has been approved under the NZAID KOHA-PICD programme...Read More »
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The Leadership for Women project will provide leadership training, labour rights education and resources to Burmese migrant workers. The women workers will gain the skills and knowledge to enable them to advocate and organise around employment issues and needs, in order to improve living and working conditions for themselves and their families. The project will also plan and develop an occupational-based training centre for women workers opening in 2010. This centre will focus on practical skills such as operating  industrial sewing and knitting machines and using computers.
Migrant Education Session on the Thai Burma Border 

The NZ CTU Women’s Council is committed to support Burmese women’s groups on the Thai /Burma border that are working to empower women and support equality for Burmese migrant women.  Supporting this project provides members of the NZCTU Women’s Council with a direct and hands-on means to strengthen gender empowerment and build relationships with organisations that are committed to supporting democracy and advancing human rights and social and economic justice for the peoples of Burma. 

Why Unions Support the Burma People? 
Trade unions have a long history of supporting International solidarity.  Burmese people face extreme abuses of human rights, labour violations, violence and terror as a direct result of military rule. More than four years of military rule and economic mismanagement by the regime have transformed Burma from a prosperous nation rich in natural resources to one of the most impoverished countries in the world.   

 Women, their families and children leave Burma to escape extreme poverty, human rights violation persecution and ongoing armed conflict under the Burmese military regime. As a consequence of the violence, extreme poverty, and hardship   women and their families and children leave Burma and work on the border s of Thailand and China. Here they experience different types of hardship.    The report published in 2008 Caught Between Two Hells highlights the situation of women migrant workers in Thailand and China.  http://www.womenofburma.org/Report/Caught%20between%20two%20hells.pdf
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Celebrating International Working Womens Day in 2009 on the Thai Burma border 
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Recognising Aung Sang Suu Kyi’s Birthday (at the Time Aung San Suu Kyi was imprisoned in Inesin Jail awaiting sentencing. )
